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The Education Act 1996
In accordance with The Education Act 1996 the Local Authority or Governing Body may not charge for
anything unless they have drawn up a statement or general policy on charging. The Governing Body's
policy may be more or less generous than the Local Authority’s, as long as it meets the requirements of the
law.
In general, no charge can be made for admitting pupils to maintained schools. Where education is provided
wholly or mainly during school hours, it must be free. However, the school may charge for activities outside
of school hours where these are not a necessary part of the national curriculum.

Voluntary Contributions
When organising school trips or events which enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the
children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the event. All contributions are voluntary. If
we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel the event or trip. If an event or trip goes
ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution. We do not treat these children
differently from any others. The cost of each trip/event is always carefully considered and The Governing
Body may ask parents for voluntary contributions towards the cost of:




Any activity which takes place during school hours such as day trips and other non-curriculum activities
such as a theatre workshop visit
School equipment e.g. recorders, revision guides, technology materials
School funds generally

The contribution must be voluntary.
Residential Trips
The Governing Body will charge parents for board and lodging costs for residential trips. However, the
school cannot charge for the educational or travel elements and will therefore rely upon sufficient voluntary
contributions for the trip to go ahead. The school is unable to support children whose parents/guardians are
unable to make the necessary payments and any such children would not participate in the residential trip.
For full guidance on charging for residential trips please refer to the Department for Education website.

Refunds
Where any journey or visit makes a surplus of 5% or more of the contribution per head and is more than £5,
it will be offered as a refund. The school may ask for parental permission to treat any surplus below this as
a contribution to school funds.
If a child is unable to attend a day trip, swimming lesson, music lesson or activity due to sickness or other
then no refund is payable.
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If a child is unable to attend a residential trip due to sickness or other extenuating circumstance the deposit
will not be refunded but the school may be able to make a claim under its offsite travel insurance policy for
the balance.
Instrumental Music Lessons
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this. Instrumental
and vocal tuition, which takes place during or after the school day, subject to the parent/carer requesting
the tuition is chargeable.
Instrumental and vocal tuition for children in care is free. Children entitled to Free School Meals may be
eligible for remission of fees.

Swimming
The school organises swimming lessons for Key Stage 2 children as required by the National Curriculum.
These take place in school time. We ask parents to make a voluntary payment for these lessons to cover
the cost of specialist tuition and transport. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place. No
child is excluded from these lessons because of an inability to pay.
Breakages and Lost or Damaged Books
Where a child’s actions incur extra costs to the school, by breakage of equipment, damage to premises,
loss or damage to text books or library books, parents may be asked to pay a contribution to cover the
whole or part of the cost.
Late Collection of Children
Children must be collected from their teacher at 3.00 p.m. (Infants) or 3.05 p.m. (Juniors). Any child that
has not been collected 10 minutes after this time will be taken to the school office where the child can be
collected from.
If a child has not been collected by 3.30 p.m. the school will charge a fee of £10 per hour / or part of.
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