
Common Next Steps – Exemplification 

Subject: English  
Next Step: To ensure the past and present tense are used correctly and consistently.  

Exemplification 
There are three main tenses: present, past and future. When it comes to writing in the past tense,  there are a few 
rules we have to follow when changing the verb.  However, making a past tense verb is not always as simple as 
adding an ‘ed’ to the verb. Sometimes, the past tense can change the spelling of the original (root) word too.  Use 
this website to see which verbs don’t follow the rules below https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-irregular-
verbs . 
If a regular verb already ends with an ‘e’, make sure it ends in ‘ed’. 

  
If the present tense verb ends in a consonant and a ‘y’, the ‘y’ becomes an ‘i’. 

 
If a regular verb with one syllable ends with one vowel and a consonant, double the consonant before adding ‘ed’.  

 
If a regular verb with more than one syllable ends with a vowel and a consonant and the last syllable is stressed, 
double the consonant before adding ‘ed’.  

 
 

 

Subject: English  
Next Step: To form capital letters of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another, and to lower-case 
letters. 

Exemplification: t 
To ensure children are forming their letters correctly, they should:  
• Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another. 
• Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters,  when 
adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined. 
• Write capital letters of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters. 
• Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.  

 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-irregular-verbs
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-irregular-verbs


 

Subject: English  
Next Step: Use conjunctions to join two clauses. 

Exemplification:  
Conjunctions are joining words that link different parts of sentences. We use co-ordinating conjunctions to join two 
parts of a sentence that are of equal weight or importance.  All these words are co-ordinating conjunctions: and, but, 
or, nor, yet and so.  

 
A subordinating conjunction introduces a subordinate clause (a clause that does not make sense on its own). 
Subordinating conjunctions include: after, because, if, since, though, unless, until, when, where and why.  

 
 

 

Subject: Maths  

Next Step: To use different coins to make the same amount. 
Exemplification 
Using the coins below, children need to be able to make the same amount in different ways, using a variety of coins. 
Please see the example below.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Subject: Maths  
Next Step: To add and subtract any 2 digit numbers using an efficient strategy. 

Exemplification  
It is vital that children understand what addition and subtraction really mean. Make up ‘real’ situations for them to 
use addition in. Play shops at home (and help them add amounts) and point out addition as it naturally occurs in 
everyday situations (for example: “I have one apple for James and one for Lucy; I'll need two more for Emily and Ben, 
so that's four apples altogether.”) 
When adding 2 digit numbers, children are encouraged to using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and add 
mentally.  

 
Whenever possible, try and point out the concept of subtraction in everyday situations (for example “There are 15 
birds in the tree, 3 of them fly away. How many are left now?”)  
When subtracting 2 digit numbers, children should use concrete objects, pictorial representations, and subtract 
mentally. 
 

 
 

Subject: Maths   

Next Step: To read the time on the clock to the nearest fifteen minutes.  

Exemplification 
First, make sure your child is familiar with a clock. Then explain that when the small hand points to a number, this 
tells us how many hours it is. Make sure you point exactly at the number and not slightly to the left or right of it.  The 
longer hand tells us how many minutes it is. Recap o’clock and half past. Introduce quarter past, explain that it is 
halfway between o’clock and half past. Children should recognise that the hour hand moves along with the minute 
hand. Therefore when the time is quarter past the hour, the hour hand will be just past the hour and when the time 
is quarter to, the hour hand will be just before the hour.  

  



 

Subject: Reading  
Next Step: To answer questions and make some inference about the book he/she is reading. 

Exemplification 
The "trick" of knowing how to infer involves being able to do three things: notice whether or not you are 
understanding what you read, connecting ideas together and having wide range of general knowledge. Inferring is 
figuring out what the author wants you to think. For example, in Snow White, the author plants clues to infer that 
the witch is a bad character. There’s plenty of evidence to support this inference; she tries to feed Snow White a 
poisoned apple; she speaks harshly to mirrors; she is horrified when she isn’t considered ‘fairest in the land’; she is 
so evil she plans to kill off Snow White. There is no need for the author to explicitly state that ‘the witch is an evil 
character’. It is all done through inference. 
 
To help your child with inference, you could; 
• Ask “What do you think?” and “What struck you here?” when you are reading or talking.  
• Explain that we make inferences all day long, not just when reading. Encourage a conversation with your child 
about this.  
• Model your own behind-the-scenes thinking: this technique is called a ‘think-aloud’. For example, “How do you 
know the princess is sad?” When your child replies, ask “What clues helped you figure that out? Show me the 
words.” 
• Similarly, when they have used context to puzzle out the meaning of an unknown word, ask “What helped you 
figure that out?” 
 
How you can help with inference skills in reading and daily situations 
• Build inference skills with quick word games like twenty questions: children try to guess the identity of a mystery 
person or thing by asking questions – if they can’t guess, the asker gets a point. 
• Predict what the next page will hold; explain why you think so. Let the child agree or not and defend their position. 
• Think about the author’s intention i.e. why have they chosen the words ‘inky, black sky’? - To create atmosphere. 
Why has the author used a certain technique e.g. simile - to create interest for the reader? 
 

 

Subject: Reading  

Next Step: To make plausible predictions about what might happen next.  

Exemplification 
Children are expected to make predictions whilst reading. In year two, children need to predict what might happen 
on the basis of what has happened so far. So, this can be as simple as asking the question, ‘What do you think is 
going to happen next?’ quickly followed with, ‘Why?’ To be able to predict, you need to be able to read and 
understand what has happened, and is currently happening. You need to be able to retrieve and infer, combine this 
with your knowledge of the world, weigh up probability, and make a se nsible prediction of the next outcome. 
 
Look at the image below. The following questions allow for discussion around what has just happened, to use 
inference to work out additional information, and then a discussion of what might happen next.  
 

 
Where does the tunnel lead? 
What is the source of the light? 
Do you think the rabbit will go through? 
Has it been through before? 
How did it find out about the tunnel? 
Would you go through it? 
 
 
 

 
 


