
   
Year 5 English Distance Teaching and Learning 

 
Week beginning: 24.4.20 
 

Lesson 1 

Learning Intention 
WALT form expanded noun 
phrases. 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Noun- a word used to 
identify any of a class of 
people, places, or things 
(common noun ), or to 
name a particular one of 
these ( proper noun ). 
Expand- give further 
information 
Adjective- a word used to 
describe a noun 
Article- a, an or the 
 

What you will need: 
Paper 
Pen 
Video 
 

Starter 

Let’s look at what we mean by expanded noun phrases. 
 

 
 
You can expand either side of the noun, eg the beautiful lake with a monster. 
 
 
Below are examples of expanded noun phrases, write the noun in each phrase which is being 
described. 
the amazing shiny car in front of the garage 
two beautiful robins perched on the fence 
a clear rainbow overhead 
the majestic tree standing proud 
 
 
 

Main Teaching 

How are expanded noun phrases formed? 
We need to follow each of the following steps: 

1) What is the noun you want to describe? Monster 
2) Think of an adjective to describe it. Spooky 



   
3) Use an article, the or a (an), in front. A 
4) Can you expand further by giving the reader more information? on the bottom of the lake 
 
You end up with-a spooky monster on the bottom of the lake 

 
 

Looking at this picture. Make a list of 7 nouns that you can see. One to 
start you off-glasses. 
 
What other nouns have you spotted? eyebrows, nose, finger, watch, 
beard, eyes, head. 
Can you now expand these nouns? 
 
some long eyebrows in a peculiar shape 
a long thin nose with glasses perched on the tip 
a thin finger pointing upwards 
an expensive looking watch around his wrist 
a well-groomed beard hiding his mouth 
some small eyes squinting through his glasses 
a bald head with small, thin features 

Independent Tasks 

Choose Challenge 1, 2 or 3 and then check your answers with the mark scheme. For an extra 
challenge, try Challenge X! 

Challenge 1 

Expand the following nouns with an article and at least two interesting adjectives. 
Use the vocabulary box to help you. 

 

 
 



   
 Now, write four more expanded noun phrases to describe a cat, an elephant, a butterfly and a 
giraffe. 
  
 
 

Challenge 2 

Write expanded noun phrases, for each of the nouns below, using the following structure:  
article -> 3 adjectives -> noun -> with -> adjective -> article ->  further noun 
 
For example, a scurrying, grey, thin mouse with a long tail 
 

 
Now, practise writing four more expanded noun phrases of your own to describe a cat, an 
elephant, a butterfly and a giraffe. 

Challenge 3 

Write expanded noun phrases to describe seven animals found in the Amazon Rainforest-  
jaguar, sloth, bullet ant, harpy eagle, poison dart frog, macaw, piranha. Write two expanded 
noun phrases for each animal. Remember to use powerful adjectives. Impress me! For example, 
 a menacing jaguar searching for its prey. 



   

   
 
 

   
 

 
 
 

Challenge X 

Explain to an adult how to form expanded noun phrases and explain why we use them in our 
writing.  
 

Review 



   

  
Where’s Wally? 
Can you find the sailor sitting in the boat? Describe the woman he’s sitting next to. 
 
Who is sitting on the octopus? Describe. 

 
 
Mark Scheme – Lesson 1 
Starter  
 
car 
robins 
rainbow 
tree 
 
 

Independent Tasks 

Challenge 1 

All phrases should have an article, followed by two adjectives and a noun.  
For example, 

a spotty, green snake 
a blue, vicious, shark 
a black and white penguin 
a huge, brown bear 
a chubby, friendly cat 
an enormous, brown elephant 
a glistening, colourful butterfly 
a tall, slim giraffe 
 



   
 

Challenge 2 

All phrases should follow the structure of: 
article -> 3 adjectives -> noun -> with -> adjective -> article ->  further noun 
For example, 
a green, hissing, spotty snake with sharp fangs 
a blue, colossal, vicious shark with huge teeth 
a black, white, waddling penguin with an orange beak 
a brown, furry, roaring bear with sharp claws 
 

a chubby, friendly cat with black markings on its fur 
an enormous, brown elephant with huge, ivory tusks 
a glistening, colourful butterfly with two antennae 
a tall, spotted giraffe with a long, thin neck 

 

Challenge 3 

Noun phrases such as: 
a spotty jaguar with a swishing tail 
a lazy sloth with extremely long limbs 
a miniscule ant with a long, thin body 
a feathered harpy eagle with a pointy beak 
a blue poison dart frog with black spots on its body 
a swooping, colourful macaw with red, green and blue feathers 
a silvery piranha exposing its sharp teeth  

Challenge X 

We form expanded noun phrases by first taking the noun and in front placing an article 
and interesting adjective (s). After the noun we can add further information about its 
description or what it is doing.  
 
 

Review 

The sailor is sitting next to a blond woman wearing a white dress with spots. 
A smiling man wearing a white top hat is sitting on the octopus. 

 
 


