
   
Y3 English Distance Teaching and Learning 

 
Week beginning:  11th May 2020 

 

Lesson 4 

Learning Intention 
WALT: punctuate speech 

 
 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
Punctuation 

Speech 
Dialogue 

Reporting clause  
 

What you will need: 
Pen/Pencil  

Exercise book we provided  
Year 3 English – Week 4 – 

Lesson 4 video 

Starter 

Watch the lesson video for the starter but if you don’t have access to it Miss Robbins reads the 

following extract without any expression in her voice. We then watch a video of a famous actor, 
called Rik Mayall, reading it. He uses a great deal of expression in his voice. 

                           
Miss Robbins then asks Year 3 to say what is different between the two which I have just 

explained here. So which did you think was better? Why? 
Well Rik Mayall’s is better of course! It’s better because it’s more interesting, funny and we can 
really imagine the scene in our heads. 

How do you think Rik Mayall knew how to read it like he did?  
He knew how to read it due to the punctuation. If there were inverted commas, he knew to put on 



   
a different voice for that character and if there were question marks or exclamation marks, he 
knew he had change the tone of his voice. 

So you can see how important punctuation is. It’s like a code for the reader that gives us clues 
about the story. 

Main Teaching 

So today we are going to learn how to punctuate speech so that it is clear to the reader how it 

needs to be read. 
If you can, click on the link below and watch the video… 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvftsbk 

So the video is a quick recap on what we need to remember when we punctuate speech. Now 
we’re going to have a go at punctuating speech together. 

 
                                        
 

 
 

 

                                        
 
Taking what George is saying first, we need to take both his questions and write it out as a 

sentence. It should look like this… 

Are you going to gulp it down in one gulp? Or are you going to sip it? 
Then we need to add in the inverted commas (speech marks). Can you remember where they 
should go? 

They should go before the first word spoken and after the last piece of punctuation and word 
spoken. 
It should look like this… 

“Are you going to gulp it down in one gulp? Or are you going to sip it?” 
We then need to add the person who said it (and how it was said).  This is called the reporting 

clause. This can come before or after what is said. So it should look like this… 
 

“Are you going to gulp it down in one gulp? Or are you going to sip it?” 

George asked her.  

or 
George asked her, “Are you going to gulp it down in one gulp? Or are 

you going to sip it?” 
 

There are two other places where you need punctuation other than inverted commas. When you 
have the reporting clause at the end, you need to… 

 

Are you going to 
gulp it down in one 

gulp? Or are you 

going to sip it?  

What I do is none of 
your business. Fill the 

spoon. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvftsbk


   
 

         
 

If the reporting clause is at the start, all that is different is you would need to change the full stop 
after the reporting clause to a comma to separate the clause from the speech. 

 
Sometimes the reporting clause can be in the middle of something said by the same person like 
this… 

Are you going to gulp it down in one gulp? George asked her Or are you 
going to sip it? 
When this happens, the punctuation changes slightly.  You still need inverted commas at the 
start and end of what’s said but this time you’ve got two parts of speech separated by the 

reporting clause so they both need inverted commas at the start and the end. So it would look 
like this… 

“Are you going to gulp it down in one gulp?” George asked her “Or are 

you going to sip it?” 
Can you spot what punctuation is missing from the above speech? 

It’s the punctuation after the reporting clause. 
Can you work out what it should be? 

It should be a full stop as the reporting clause is in the middle of two separate sentences.  
Now have a go at writing out what Grandma says in reply, in the speech bubble above. The 
reporting clause to use is the old woman said. Do all the three ways that we did with George’s 

speech. One with the reporting clause at the beginning, one with it in the middle and one with it 
at the end. 

 
This is what it should look like… 

“What I do is none of your business. Fill the spoon,” the old woman said. 

 
The old woman said, “What I do is none of your business. Fill the 

spoon.” 

 
“What I do is none of your business,” the old woman said. “Fill the 

spoon.” 
You may have noticed that unlike the reporting clause in the first speech we punctuated, this 

reporting clause doesn’t have a capital letter unless it’s at the start.  This is because George is a 
proper noun (specific person, place or thing). 
 

Another rule you need to remember is that for each new speaker you need to start a new line. 
 

You now need to choose which challenge to complete. We expect you to complete either 
challenge 1, 2 or 3. 



   
Independent tasks 

Challenge 1 

Using the success criteria below you need to convert the things said in the speech bubbles into 
dialogue (written speech) ensuring it is punctuated properly. I have written the reporting clause 

for you to use in red at the bottom of each speech bubble. 

     
                       

 

 

                                                     
 

 
 

 
 

                                            
 

 
                                        

 

 

 

Open your mouth 
wide Grandma. I’ll 

pop it in! 

 
he said 

Call the fire brigade! 

My stomach’s on fire! 

 
the old woman yelled 

 

 

Fire in the basement! 

Do something quick!  

 
 

The old woman yelled 
 

It’s just the medicine, 

Grandma. It’s good 

strong stuff. 
 

George said 
 



   
 
 

 
 

 
 

                                           
Challenge 2 

Complete challenge 2 and then the following 3 as well. 

                                        

You know what’s the 

matter with you? 

You’re growing too 
fast!  

the old woman said 
 

But we have to grow 

grandma. If we didn’t 
grow, we would never 

be grownups. 

George exclaimed 
 

 

VV 

With a heigh-nonny-

no and off we go! 
Just watch me grow! 

 

Grandma shouted 
This is my room. 

Look at the mess 
you’re making! 

 

George said 



   

                                        
 
 

 

                                          
 

Challenge 3 

Complete challenges 1 and 2 and then read this extract that has none of the speech punctuated. 

Now write the extract out and put in the punctuation for speech. Use the success criteria below 
to help you. 
 

      
 

The attic’s above you, 
Grandma! I’d keep out 

of there! 

 
George called out 

I’m on my way now 
boy! Just watch me 

go! 

She called down to 
George 

I’ve stirred it for you 
Grandma. I’ve stirred 

it well. 

 
George muttered 

I’ll stir my own tea, 
thank you very much. 

Fetch me a teaspoon. 

 
she moaned  



   

Extract 1 

From ‘Grandma’ (pp98-104) 
She’s going to blow up! Mrs Kranky wailed. Her boiler’s going to 

burst! Stand clear Mr Kranky said. George was quite alarmed. He 

stood up and ran back a few spaces. The jets of white steam kept 
squirting out of the skinny, old hag’s head and the whistling was so 

high and shrill it hurt the ears. Call the fire-brigade! cried Mrs 

Kranky. Call the police! Man the hose-pipes! Too late said Mr 
Kranky, looking pleased. Grandma! shrieked Mrs Kranky. Mother! Run 

to the drinking-trough and put your head under the water! 
Learning Review 

So today we’ve learnt how important punctuation is to help the reader to read with expression 

and we’ve learnt how to punctuate speech. As a quick review, without looking at the chart, write 
down the success criteria for writing dialogue. (speech) 

 

Mark Scheme 
 

Challenge 1 

Your work should look like this… 

“Open your mouth wide Grandma. I’ll pop it in!” he said. 

He said, “Open your mouth wide Grandma. I’ll pop it in!”  

“Open your mouth wide Grandma,” he said. “I’ll pop it in!”  
 
“Call the fire brigade! My stomach’s on fire!” the old woman 

yelled. 
“Call the fire brigade!” the old woman yelled. “My stomach’s on 

fire!” 
The old woman yelled, “Call the fire brigade! My stomach’s on 
fire!” 
 

“It’s just the medicine, Grandma. It’s good strong stuff,” George 
said. 

 George said, “It’s just the medicine, Grandma. It’s good strong 

stuff.”  
 “It’s just the medicine, Grandma,” George said. “It’s good 

strong stuff.”  
                         

“Fire in the basement! Do something quick!” the old woman 

yelled. 
The old woman yelled, “Fire in the basement! Do something 

quick!”  



   

“Fire in the basement!” the old woman yelled. “Do something 

quick!” 
 

“You know what’s the matter with you? You’re growing too 

fast!” the old woman said 
The old woman said, “You know what’s the matter with you? 

You’re growing too fast!”  

 “You know what’s the matter with you?” the old woman said.  
“You’re growing too fast!”  

 

“But we have to grow grandma. If we didn’t grow, we would 
never be grownups,” George exclaimed. 

George exclaimed, “But we have to grow grandma. If we didn’t 

grow, we would never be grownups.”  
“But we have to grow grandma,” George exclaimed. “If we 

didn’t grow, we would never be grownups.”  
 

Challenge 2 

The first part is the same as challenge 1 and the rest should look like this… 

“With a heigh-nonny-no and off we go! Just watch me grow!” 

Grandma shouted. 
Grandma shouted, “With a heigh-nonny-no and off we go! Just 

watch me grow!”  

“With a heigh-nonny-no and off we go!” Grandma shouted. 
“Just watch me grow!”  
 

“This is my room. Look at the mess you’re making!” George 

said 

George said, “This is my room. Look at the mess you’re 
making!”  

 “This is my room,” George said. “Look at the mess you’re 

making!” 
  

“I’m on my way now boy! Just watch me go!” she called down 

to George. 
She called down to George, “I’m on my way now boy! Just 

watch me go!”  

 “I’m on my way now boy!” she called down to George. “Just 
watch me go!”  
 



   

 “The attic’s above you, Grandma! I’d keep out of there!” George 

called out. 
George called out, “The attic’s above you, Grandma! I’d keep 

out of there!” 

“The attic’s above you, Grandma!” George called out. “I’d keep 
out of there!” 
 

“I’ll stir my own tea, thank you very much. Fetch me a 

teaspoon,” she moaned.  

She moaned, “I’ll stir my own tea, thank you very much. Fetch 
me a teaspoon.”  

“I’ll stir my own tea, thank you very much,” she moaned.  

“Fetch me a teaspoon.”  
 

“I’ve stirred it for you Grandma. I’ve stirred it well,” George 
muttered. 

George muttered, “I’ve stirred it for you Grandma. I’ve stirred it 

well.”  
“I’ve stirred it for you Grandma,” George muttered. “I’ve stirred 

it well.”  
 

Challenge 3 

The first part should be the same as challenge 1 and 2 and then the extract should look 
like this… 

 
 

Learning Review 

The success criteria should include these… 



   

      
 


