
   
Year 5 English Distance Teaching and Learning 

 
Week beginning: 11.5.20 
 

Lesson 1 

Learning Intention 
WALT recognise 
parenthesis. 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Parenthesis is a word, phrase, or clause 
inserted into a sentence as an 
explanation or afterthought. When 
a parenthesis is removed, the 
surrounding text is still grammatically 
sound. 
A comma is a punctuation mark that 
separates items in a list and marks the 
divisions within sentences. 
A dash is a punctuation mark that can be 
used within a sentence to show 
parenthesis. 
Brackets can be used to add additional 
information to a sentence. 

What you will need: 
Pen 
Coloured pencils 
Lined paper/English 
book 
Challenges 
Lesson 1 video 

Starter 

Let’s start by playing the game, Trapped, and reminding ourselves of some different types of 
punctuation. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?e=spelling-grammar05 
 
If you haven’t got access to a computer, then write the following sentences with correct 
punctuation. You will have to use the following punctuation marks: inverted commas, brackets, 
commas, exclamation marks, apostrophes, ellipsis and question marks. You will also need to 
add capital letters in some instances. 

 
(Sentences with correct punctuation in the Mark Scheme) 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?e=spelling-grammar05


   
Main Teaching 

What is parenthesis? 
 
Parenthesis is a word, phrase or sentence that is put in writing as extra information or an 
afterthought. If the parenthesis is taken away, the passage would still be complete. 
 
Identify the parenthesis in the following sentence. 
My grandad (who is eighty-four years old) enjoys playing chess with his friends each Wednesday 
and likes to play golf at the weekend. 
 
The parenthesis or extra information is : (who is eighty-four years old) 
 
The parenthesis in this sentence is shown in brackets. 
(who is eighty-four years old) 
 
Name the punctuation used for parenthesis in the following sentences. 

 
(Check the Mark Scheme) 
 
Tell an adult the three possible ways to punctuate parenthesis. (Check in Mark Scheme) 
 
Underline parenthesis in the following sentences. 
 

 

 
 
 
 



   
Independent Tasks 

Choose Challenge 1, 2 or 3 and then check your answers with the mark scheme. For an extra 
challenge try Challenge X. 

Challenge 1 

 
  



   
Challenge 2 

 
 



   
Challenge 3 

 
 



   
Challenge X 

 
 
 

Review 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Mark Scheme – Lesson 1 
 

Starter 

 
 

Main Teaching 

My grandad (who is eighty-four years old) enjoys playing chess with his friends each 
Wednesday and likes to play golf at the weekend. 
Parenthesis is shown in red. 
 
Sentence A uses a pair of commas.  
Sentence B uses a pair of dashes.  
 
The three possible ways to punctuate parenthesis. 

 
 



   
Identify parenthesis in sentences. 

 
 

Independent Tasks 

Challenge 1 

1a. A 
1b. B 
2a. Cian has correctly used a pair of commas for parenthesis. Hafsa has missed a 
comma before ‘which’. 
2b. Sean has correctly used a pair of dashes for parenthesis. Chuan has only used one 
dash instead of a pair. There should be another dash after ‘day’. 
3a. B does not use punctuation for parenthesis, it uses a comma in a list. 
3b. A does not use punctuation for parenthesis, it uses a comma in a list. 

Challenge 2 

4a. C 
4b. A and C 
5a. Sean has correctly used a pair of commas to show parenthesis. Hannah has used a 
comma to separate clauses in her sentence. 
5b. Gabriel has correctly used a comma to show parenthesis. Steph has used a comma 
to separate clauses in her sentence. 
6a. A does not use punctuation for parenthesis, it uses a comma to separate a clause. 
6b. B does not use punctuation for parenthesis, it uses a comma to separate a clause. 

Challenge 3 

7a. A and B 
7b. B and C 
8a. Alice has correctly used commas for parenthesis. Johnny has used commas for a list 
and fronted adverbial. 
8b. Ben has correctly used a dash to show parenthesis. Jake has used a comma after a 
subordinate clause. 
9a. B does not use punctuation for parenthesis, it uses a comma in a list. 
9b. B does not use punctuation for parenthesis, it uses a comma after a fronted 
adverbial. 

Challenge X 

  
 
 
 



   
Review 

 
 

 
 


