
   
Year 6 English Distance Teaching and Learning 

 
Week beginning: 11th May 2020 
 

Lesson 1 

Learning Intention 
WALT use inverted commas 
accurately. 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Inverted commas 
Dialogue 
Reported clause 
New speaker, new line 
 

What you will need: 
Writing book 
Pen 
Video: 
Year 6 – Week 4 – Lesson 1 
Video 
 

Starter 

Can you highlight the dialogue in these sentences? 
 
Don’t you think you could use a bar model to answer that question? asked Miss Chilton. 
Here Miss Golding, you can sit on this chair, insisted Mr Gowler. 
Let me guess, you just decided to lick a puddle, Miss Allen said in astonishment. 
 
Challenge: 
Miss Rawlings walked in to 6A, wondering what she would be asked to do next. Miss Rawlings, 
I… umm… I may need you to get the printing. I sort of forgot to collect it, whispered Miss Allen, 
shamefully. Miss Rawlings laughed, she should’ve known she would be collecting printing after 
lunch. 
 
You can find the answers in the mark scheme. 

Main Teaching 

Watch the video, Year 6 – Week 3 – Lesson 1 Video, which will explain the main input. 
 
This week we are going to be looking at punctuating our dialogue accurately as well as 
conveying character through our dialogue. 
 
The first thing we need to know is what punctuation we would use when writing dialogue? 
 
Inverted commas “” commas , full stops . exclamation marks ! question marks ? 
We also need to remember - new speaker, new line. 
 
Now we need to think about how we use this punctuation. So let’s look at one of the sentences 
from the starter. 
 
Don’t you think you could use a bar model to answer that question? asked Miss Chilton. 
 
First we need to add the correct punctuation. How do we know where we need to add the 
inverted commas? We have to find the spoken part of the sentence. What did Miss Chilton 
actually ask? So let’s highlight the part of the sentence that was spoken. 
 
Don’t you think you could use a bar model to answer that question? asked Miss Chilton. 
 
The inverted commas would be put before and after the spoken part of our sentence. Let’s add 
our inverted commas. 



   
 
“Don’t you think you could use a bar model to answer that question?” asked Miss 
Chilton. 
 
Now remember we need two inverted commas. One at the beginning of the speech and one at 
the end – a little bit like brackets, they always come in pairs. 
 
However, inverted commas are not the only punctuation marks that are used when punctuating 
speech! You need to use punctuation at the end of the spoken part of your sentence – the 
punctuation can either be a comma, question mark, exclamation mark or a full stop (but the full 
stop is only used when the spoken part is at the end of the sentence). Let’s look at this! 
 
“Don’t you think you could use a bar model to answer that question?” asked Miss 
Chilton.  
I used a question mark at the end of the dialogue because Miss Chilton is asking a question. 
 
Let’s look at another example. 
 
Miss Rawlings walked in to 6A, wondering what she would be asked to do next. Miss 
Rawlings, I… umm… I may need you to get the printing. I sort of forgot to collect it, said 
Miss Allen, shamefully. Miss Rawlings laughed, she should’ve known she would be 
collecting printing after lunch. 
 
This one is slightly harder because there is more than one sentence. So we have to find the 
dialogue. 
 
Miss Rawlings walked in to 6A, wondering what she would be asked to do next. Miss 
Rawlings, I… umm… I may need you to get the printing. I sort of forgot to collect it, 
whispered Miss Allen, shamefully. Miss Rawlings laughed, she should’ve known she 
would be collecting printing after lunch. 
 
Now punctuate it. 
 
Miss Rawlings walked in to 6A, wondering what she would be asked to do next. “Miss 
Rawlings, I… umm… I may need you to get the printing. I sort of forgot to collect it,” 
whispered Miss Allen, shamefully. Miss Rawlings laughed, she should’ve known she 
would be collecting printing after lunch. 
 
I have made sure I have two inverted commas – remember they always come in pairs! However, 
this time I have used a comma at the end of my dialogue, this is because Miss Allen didn’t 
exclaim it (meaning I’d need to use an exclamation mark) and she wasn’t asking Miss Rawlings 
(which would need a question mark). She told Miss Rawlings, she wasn’t asking her to get it (not 
really) so therefore Miss Allen said a statement, which means I could have used a comma or a 
full stop. 
 
Why didn’t you use a full stop, I hear you whisper. Well, is the dialogue at the end of the 
sentence? No! I have the reported clause after that (a reported clause is the part that tell you 
who said it and how. For example, whispered Miss Allen) and the full stop would go after the 
reported clause. 
 



   
Miss Rawlings walked in to 6A, wondering what she would be asked to do next. “Miss 
Rawlings, I… umm… I may need you to get the printing. I sort of forgot to collect it,” 
whispered Miss Allen. Miss Rawlings laughed, she should’ve known she would be 
collecting printing after lunch. 
If I can’t use an exclamation mark, question mark or full stop, it means I can only use a comma! 
 
Last thing we need to think about before you start your independent task – new speaker, new 
line. 
 
Miss Rawlings walked in to 6A, wondering what she would be asked to do next.  
 
“Miss Rawlings, I… umm… I may need you to get the printing. I sort of forgot to collect 
it,” said Miss Allen, shamefully. Miss Rawlings laughed, she should’ve known she would 
be collecting printing after lunch. 
 

Independent Tasks 

Please complete either challenge 1, 2 or 3. Once you have completed your challenge, you may 
choose to complete challenge X as well. 

Challenge 1 

Someone has stolen the punctuation! You need to rewrite the sentences adding the correct 
punctuation! 
 
the Greggs flew down and sat on the wall near the door: Mrs gregg began to cry 
 
“oh, dear! Oh, dear!” she sobbed. “They have taken our house What shall we do We have no 
place to go!” 
 
even the boys began to cry a bit now 
 
“we will be eaten by cats and foxes in the night said Philip 
 
i want to sleep in my own bed!” said william 
 
“now then” said mr Gregg. “it isn’t any good crying That won’t help us. shall I tell you what we are 
going to do” 

Challenge 2 

Someone has stolen the punctuation! You need to rewrite the sentence adding the correct 
punctuation! 
 
Alby pointed down at the doors. This here’s the Box. Once a month we get a newbie like you, 
never fails. Once a week, we get supplies, clothes, some food. Dont need a lot – pretty much run 
ourselves in the glade.” 
 
Thomas nodded, his whole body itching with the desire to ask questions. I need some tape to 
put over my mouth he thought. 
 
We don’t know jack about the box, you get me Alby continued. Where it came from, how its gets 
here, who’s in charge. The shanks that sent us here aint told us nothing. We got all the electricity 
we need, grow and raise most of our food, get clothes and such. Tried to send a slinthead 
greenie back in the Box one time  thing wouldn’t move till we took him out 



   
 
Bonus point: Do you recognise what book this extract comes from? 

Challenge 3 

All the punctuation is missing from this extract. Can you replace it? Remember what we have 
learned about punctuating dialogue accurately, as well as what you’ve learned the last few 
weeks about sentence structure and punctuation for cohesion. 
 
Tip: There are 6 apostrophes, 1 colon, 12 full stops, 4 commas, 6 inverted commas and 4 
dashes missing.  
 
Good luck! 
 
Albys eyelids fluttered briefly as he continued he looked like he could think of a thousand things 
hed rather be doing right then He pointed to the northeast corner where the fields and fruit trees 
were located Gardens where we grow the crops Waters pumped in through pipes in the ground 
always has been or wed have starved to death a long time ago Never rains here Never He 
pointed to the southeast corner at the animal pens and barn Blood House where we raise and 
slaughter animals He pointed at the pitiful living quarters Homestead stupid place is twice as big 
than when the first of us got her because we keep addin to it when they send us wood and klunk 
Aint pretty but it works Most of us sleep outside anyway 
 
Bonus point: Do you recognise what book this extract comes from? 

Challenge X 

Read this passage carefully. You have to copy the passage into your books, but make sure you 
put new speakers on new lines as I’ve forgotten! 
 
“Are you going to the football match Mr Gowler,” asked Miss Chilton. “No, it’s going to be 
rubbish.” replied Mr Gowler. “Crystal Palace are going to thrash Arsenal!” “In your dreams Mr 
Gowler. Have you seen the Crystal Palace team? My Nan’s better than most of them!” laughed 
Miss Chiton. “Ha, ha. What a sense of humour!” said Mr Gowler. “We have a new striker, Zaha 
he’s called. He’s a demon penalty taker!” “You’ll need more than a new striker to save you,” cried 
Miss Chilton. “You haven’t got a hope. We’re unbeatable!” 

Review 

 Write this conversation into sentences. Don’t forget you what we’ve said 
about punctuating dialogue accurately. 
 
Think about your reported clauses, try to not just used said. Can you 
add more description? 

 



   
Mark Scheme – Lesson 1 
 

Starter 

Don’t you think you could use a bar model to answer that question? asked Miss Chilton. 
Here Miss Golding, you can sit on this chair, insisted Mr Gowler. 
Let me guess, you just decided to lick a puddle, Miss Allen said in astonishment. 
 
Challenge: 
Miss Rawlings walked in to 6A, wondering what she would be asked to do next. Miss 
Rawlings, I… umm… I may need you to get the printing. I sort of forgot to collect it, 
whispered Miss Allen, shamefully. Miss Rawlings laughed, she should’ve known she 
would be collecting printing after lunch. 

Independent Tasks 

Challenge 1 

The Greggs flew down and sat on the wall near the door: Mrs Gregg began to cry. 
 
“Oh, dear! Oh, dear!” she sobbed. “They have taken our house! What shall we do? We 
have no place to go!” 
 
Even the boys began to cry a bit now! 
 
“We will be eaten by cats and foxes in the night,” said Philip. 
 
“I want to sleep in my own bed!” said William. 
 
“Now then,” said Mr Gregg. “It isn’t any good crying. That won’t help us. Shall I tell you 
what we are going to do?”  

Challenge 2 

Alby pointed down at the doors. “This here’s the Box. Once a month, we get a Newbie 
like you, never fails. Once a week, we get supplies, clothes, some food. Don’t need a lot 
– pretty much run ourselves in the Glade.” 
 
Thomas nodded, his whole body itching with the desire to ask questions. I need some 
tape to put over my mouth, he thought. 
 
“We don’t know jack about the Box, you get me?” Alby continued. “Where it came from, 
how its gets here, who’s in charge. The shanks that sent us here ain’t told us nothing. 
We got all the electricity we need, grow and raise most of our food, get clothes and 
such. Tried to send a slinthead Greenie back in the Box one time – thing wouldn’t move 
till we took him out.” 
 
Bonus point: This extract comes from your guided reading book Maze Runner! 

Challenge 3 

Alby’s eyelids fluttered briefly as he continued: he looked like he could think of a 
thousand things he’d rather be doing right then. He pointed to the northeast corner, 
where the fields and fruit trees were located. “Gardens – where we grow the crops. 
Water’s pumped in through pipes in the ground – always has been, or we’d have starved 
to death a long time ago. Never rains here. Never.” He pointed to the southeast corner, 
at the animal pens and barn. “Blood House – where we raise and slaughter animals.” He 
pointed at the pitiful living quarters. “Homestead – stupid place is twice as big than when 



   
the first of us got her because we keep addin’ to it when they send us wood and klunk. 
Ain’t pretty, but it works. Most of us sleep outside anyway.” 
 
Bonus point: This extract comes from your guided reading book Maze Runner! 

Challenge X 

“Are you going to the football match Mr Gowler,” asked Miss Chilton.  
“No, it’s going to be rubbish.” replied Mr Gowler. “Crystal Palace are going to thrash 
Arsenal!”  
“In your dreams Mr Gowler. Have you seen the Crystal Palace team? My Nan’s better 
than most of them!” laughed Miss Chiton.  
“Ha, ha. What a sense of humour!” said Mr Gowler. “We have a new striker, Zaha he’s 
called. He’s a demon penalty taker!” 
“You’ll need more than a new striker to save you,” cried Miss Chilton. “You haven’t got a 
hope. We’re unbeatable!” 

Review 

“What’s going on?” asked Thomas. 
“That’s weird Thomas,” whispered Alby. 
Thomas continued to question Alby, “What’s up with 
that?” 
“I don’t know,” answered Alby, sounding unsure of 
himself. 
Thomas, who was beginning to get annoyed at being 
seemingly ignored, shouted, “Alby! What’s going on?” 
“The Box, shuck-face, the Box!” came Alby’s shouted 
response. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

Lesson 2 

Learning Intention 
WALT understand the 
difference between direct and 
reported speech. 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Direct speech 
Reported speech 
Inverted commas 
Reported clause 
New speaker, new line 

What you will need: 
Writing book 
Pen 
Video: 
Year 6 English – Week 4 – 
Lesson 2 

Starter 

Can you improve this direct speech? 
 
“Guess what?” said James. 
“Where on earth,” said Dad, “have I left my keys?” 
“That,” said the teacher, “is a brilliant piece of writing!” 
 
Have a look at the mark scheme to see what Miss Allen changed to improve the sentences. 

Main Teaching 

Watch the video, Year 6 English – Week 4 – Lesson 2, which will explain the main input. 
 
This week we have looked at how to punctuate dialogue accurately. Today we are going to be 
looking at different types of speech – direct speech and reported speech. 
 
Believe it or not, you definitely know direct speech, as we looked at it in the last lesson.  
 
Direct speech – is when you write down exactly what the person is saying. You will need to use 
inverted commas and a reported clauses. 
 
“I don’t want to eat my cabbage,” Miss Chilton grumbled to Mrs De’Ath. 
 
Reported speech – is when you are repeating what someone has said. Imagine that you are 
telling another person what Miss Chilton said. You do not need inverted commas. Reported 
speech is written in the past tense. 
 
Miss Chiton told Mrs De’ath that she did not want to eat her cabbage. 
  
Let’s have a look at some more examples (these are from your guided reading book Maze 
Runner). 
Here is an example of direct speech from the book. 
“Fine,” he replied, even though nothing could’ve been further from the truth. He pointed 
towards the doors of the Box. “Why is everyone freaking out? Isn’t this how you all got 
here?” 
 
This is direct speech because the author has written exactly what the character has said. If I 
were to change this to reported speech I would sound a little like a television news reporter. 
 
Even though Thomas didn’t feel fine this is what he told Chuck. He pointed at the Box and 
wondered why everyone was freaking out. He told Chuck he thought this was how 
everyone got to the Glade. 
 



   
You can see that both sentences carry the same meaning. I haven’t just removed the inverted 
commas, I have had to edit the sentence and report who was being told what. For example, he 
told Chuck. 
 
Now you try. Can you change these examples of direct speech to reported speech? Don’t just 
get rid of the speech marks. Make sure you keep the same meaning. 
 
As they walked over, Thomas asked the one question he hadn’t posed yet. “How do you know 
it’s not just supplies or whatever?” 
 
This could become… 
While walking over with Chuck, Thomas asked him how he knew it wasn’t just supplies. 
 
One more to look at before you do your independent tasks. 
Chuck shrugged. “Don’t know the details. The Grievers do bad things to you, make your whole 
body go through something awful. When it’s over, you’re… different.” 
 
The reported speech could be something like this… 
Chuck continued to tell Thomas all he knew about the effects the Grievers have on the human 
body, how you’re body goes through something awful and when everything is over, the person is 
never the same again. 

Independent Tasks 

Please complete either challenge 1, 2 or 3. Once you have completed your challenge, you may 
choose to complete challenge X as well.  

Challenge 1 

Can you tell me if the sentences below are direct speech or reported speech? 
1) “Why are you late?” the teacher asked. 
2) The doctor said that the boy had measles. 
3) Mr Gowler remarked that it was a lovely day. 
4) “Please help me wash up,” Miss Chilton requested. 
5) Miss Allen said that she would come with us. 

Challenge 2 

Put the verbs in the indirect speech correctly. 
1) Miss Chilton said, “We are going home.” 

Miss Chilton said they ________ going home. 
2) Miss Rawlings said to me, “I can solve your problem.” 

Miss Rawlings told me that she ______ solve my problem. 
3) Mr Gowler complained, “I have lots of work to do.” 

Mr Gowler complained that he ______ lots of work to do. 
4) You said, “I was not at home.” 

You said that you ______ at home. 
5) Miss Allen said, “We will finish our work after Benchball.” 

Miss Allen said that they ______ finish their work after Benchball. 

Challenge 3 

Turn the reported speech into direct speech. Remember direct speech is when we use inverted 
commas.  
 

1) Hayley shouted at the dog to stop barking. 
2) Miss Chilton asked the bus driver if he knew what stop was closest to the town centre. 
3) Miss Allen begged the cat to come down from the tree. 



   
4) Mr Gowler bragged he could swim when he was four. 
5) Mr Rushforth complained he had lost his keys. 

Challenge X 

Change the direct speech into reported speech. Remember reported speech doesn’t have 
inverted commas, however you can’t just remove the inverted commas. 
 

1) “Hold on!” Alby yelled, silencing everyone. “Just hold on!” 
2) Alby stood up. “Two Newbies in two days,” he said, almost in a whisper. “Now this. Two 

years, nothing different, now this.” 
3) Thomas stared back, confused, his face turning bright red, his gut clenching. “How am I 

supposed to know?”  

Review 

 Can you match the direct speech with the reported speech? Circle the matching sentence. 
 

1) June said, “It is my car.” 
- June said that is my car. 
- June said that is her car. 
- June said that it was my car. 
- June said that it was her car. 

2) Jim said, “I work here every day.” 
- Jim said that he worked here yesterday. 
- Jim said that he worked there every day. 
- Jim said that he worked here every day. 
- Jim said that he worked every day. 

3) He said to me, “I must win this game.” 
- He told me that he must win this game. 
- He told me that he had to win that game. 
- He told me that he had to win this game. 
- He told me that he must win that game. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Mark Scheme – Lesson 2 
 

Review 

“Guess what?” blurted James. 
“Where on earth,” demanded Dad crossly, “have I left my keys?” 
“That,” exclaimed the teacher enthusiastically, “is a brilliant piece of writing!” 

Independent Tasks 

Challenge 1 

1) “Why are you late?” the teacher asked. Direct speech 
2) The doctor said that the boy had measles. Reported speech 
3) Mr Gowler remarked that it was a lovely day. Reported speech 
4) “Please help me wash up,” Miss Chilton requested. Direct speech 
5) Miss Allen said that she would come with us. Reported speech 

Challenge 2 

1) Miss Chilton said, “We are going home.” 
Miss Chilton said they were going home. 

2) Miss Rawlings said to me, “I can solve your problem.” 
Miss Rawlings told me that she could solve my problem. 

3) Mr Gowler complained, “I have lots of work to do.” 
Mr Gowler complained that he had lots of work to do. 

4) You said, “I was not at home.” 
You said that you weren’t at home. 

5) Miss Allen said, “We will finish our work after Benchball.” 
Miss Allen said that they would finish their work after Benchball. 

Challenge 3 

1) “Stop barking!” Hayley shouted at the dog. 
2) “Do you know which stop is closest to the town centre?” Miss Chilton asked. 
3) “Please come down from the tree,” Miss Allen begged the cat. 
4) Mr Gowler bragged, “I could swim when I was four!” 
5) “I’ve lost my keys!” complained Mr Rushforth. 

 
The reported clause could be on either side of the direct speech. 

Challenge X 

1)  Alby yelled at everyone to hold on, which silenced them. 
2) Whispering Alby couldn’t believe there were two Newbies in two days, after two 

years of nothing changing. 
3) Thomas, who was confused and whose face was turning bright red started at 

everyone and asked how he was supposed to know. 

Review 

4) June said, “It is my car.” 
- June said that is my car. 
- June said that is her car. 
- June said that it was my car. 
- June said that it was her car. 

5) Jim said, “I work here every day.” 
- Jim said that he worked here yesterday. 
- Jim said that he worked there every day. 
- Jim said that he worked here every day. 
- Jim said that he worked every day. 

6) He said to me, “I must win this game.” 



   
- He told me that he must win this game. 
- He told me that he had to win that game. 
- He told me that he had to win this game. 
- He told me that he must win that game. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Lesson 3 

Learning Intention 
WALT describe a character by 
inferring. 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Relative clause 
Subordinate clause 
Fronted adverbials 
Prepositional phrase 
Sentence types 
Varied sentence openers 

What you will need: 
Writing book 
Pen 
Video: 
Year 6 English – Week 4 – 
Lesson 3 – Hermelin extract 
Year 6 English – Week 4 – 
Lesson 3 Video Clip 1 
Year 6 English – Week 4 – 
Lesson 3 Video Clip 2 

Starter 

Today we will be looking at a book called Hermelin by Mini Grey. Look at Year 6 English – 
Week 4 – Lesson 3 - Hermelin extract or watch Miss Allen read the story to you (Year 6 
English – Week 4 – Lesson 3 Video Clip 1) 
 

Main Teaching 

Watch the video, Year 6 English – Week 4 – Lesson 3 Video Clip 2, which will explain the 
main input. 
 
This week we have looked at direct and reported speech and by the end of the week you will be 
writing a couple of paragraphs about the story Hermelin by Mini Grey. However, first we need to 
know the story and the characters. 
 
Here are the characters in the story, who live on Offley Street. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the story, we have Doctor Parker, Lady Chumley-Plumley, Mrs Mattison, Captain Potts, 
Imogen Splotts, Emily, Baby McMumbo and the Bosher brothers (Bernardo and Bulbo). Now the 
first thing we want to do is get to know these characters (some of who seem rather strange). 
 
For example, Mrs Mattison. Why do I think she is rather strange? She loves lettuce. Now don’t 
get me wrong, lettuce is ok… but to love it even when you’re not on a diet? Strange! 



   
I also really like Emily, who is busy tipping out all of her cereal, just so she can find the free gift. 
However, today we are going to get to know these characters a little better – using our 
imagination and inference skills. 
 
So let’s do one together! In Year 6 English – Week 2 – Planning you learned about sentence 
structure and at the end of the week you wrote a description of the chocolate room with Mr 
Gowler. Today we are going to use that knowledge to write a short description about anyone of 
the characters in Hermelin. 
 
Together we are going to write a description about Mrs Mattison, who like lettuce! 
First we need to think about what we know about Mrs Mattison. 

- She loves lettuce, even though she isn’t on a diet 
- For some reason she keeps her life savings in her handbag (that doesn’t seem 

sensible!) 
Now I’m going to use my imagination to continue to build this character description, we need to 
think about how she behaves, family, why she keeps her life savings in her handbag? 
 
So first I’m going to write about what I know about Mrs Mattison. 
 
Mrs Mattison has a love for lettuce that many do not understand. She doesn’t trust banks, 
therefore she keeps her enormous amount of life savings in her handbag. 
 
Not very interesting is it? What else do we know about Mrs Mattison? We know her bag is black 
leather. So I can add that, I also want to add more information about how she behaves. Now Mrs 
Mattison looks old, sometimes old people can get confused (why else would she put her 
handbag in the fridge?) and I think not only would she put a notice on the Offley Street notice 
board, I think she would phone around her family and friends asking if she left it at their house or 
if they have seen it. 
 
So let’s add that. 
Mrs Mattison has a love for lettuce that many do not understand – even her many grandchildren. 
However, that isn’t the only peculiar thing about Mrs Mattison. No. Like many people she wants 
to protect her life savings. Does she do that by putting it in the bank? No. She keeps it in her 
black leather handbag. Just as many people (people of a certain age) Mrs Mattison often forgets 
were she puts things – her keys, her glasses and the illusive remote control. However, she never 
thought she would misplace something as important as her life savings. No matter how many 
people she phoned, remember she has many grandchildren, no-one seemed to know or have 
seen her beloved handbag which held all her riches. 
 
Now it’s your turn to write a brief description. Don’t lose this description because we will be 
adding to it in the next few lessons. 

Independent Tasks 

Please complete either challenge 1, 2 or 3. Once you have completed your challenge, you may 
choose to complete challenge X as well. 

Challenge 1 

Choose a character from Hermelin. 

Have you included these? Tick  

Capital letters and full stops  

Question marks and exclamation marks  

Apostrophes for possession and contractions  



   
Use at least one subordinate clause.  

 

Challenge 2 

Choose a character from Hermelin. 

Have you included these? Tick 

Subordinate clauses  

Relative clause (who, which, were, when, that)  

Dashes, brackets and commas  

A variety of sentences openers (fronted adverbials, prepositional phrases)  
 

Challenge 3 

Choose a character from Hermelin. 

Have you included these? Tick 

Subordinate and relative clauses  

Dashes, brackets and commas  

Semi-colon, colon  

Hyphen  

Careful choice of synonyms (remember you use the Year 6 Word 
Class Mat, Year 6 English Writing Mat and Statutory Spellings Y3-Y6) 

 

 

Challenge X 

Now that you have written your brief description can you try and include these words? 
 
Peculiar, possession, immediately, nuisance, disastrous. 

Review 

 Match the definitions for these words. 
 

distinguished 
 To give more than is 

expected. 

partial 
 To tell apart from someone or 

something else. 

vital 
 
 

Only part of something. 

generous 
 Something that is absolutely 

necessary or essential. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Mark Scheme – Lesson 3 
 

Independent Tasks 

Miss Allen’s completed description. 
 
 

Review 

distinguished 
To tell apart from someone 
or something else. 

partial Only part of something. 

vital 
Something that is 
absolutely necessary or 
essential. 

generous 
To give more than is 
expected. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Lesson 4 

Learning Intention 
WALT convey character 
through dialogue. 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Reported speech 
Direct speech 
Inverted commas 
Reported clause 

What you will need: 
Writing book 
Pen 
Video: 
Year 6 English – Week 4 – 
Lesson 4 Video 
Year 6 English – Week 4 – 
Hermelin Extract 
Year 6 English – Week 4 – 
Lesson 3 Video Clip 1 

Starter 

Can you remember the difference between formal and informal? 

Main Teaching 

Watch the video, Year 6 English – Week 4 – Lesson 4 Video, which will explain the main input. 
 
This week we have looked at direct and reported speech, as well as how to punctuate direct 
speech accurately. Today we are going to look at how we can convey character through 
dialogue.  
 
Convey character just means how you give the reader an idea of what the character is like by 
how they speak. One way you can do this is by using formal and informal language in your 
dialogue. You looked at formal and informal language with Miss Chilton in Year 6 English – 
Week 3 – Lesson 2. 



   
 Now when you think about formal 
and informal I want you to imagine 
what your character would be like? 
Would the Queen use informal or 
formal language when she speaks? 
Who would use informal language? 
When would you use contractions or 
abbreviations? Who would you be 
speaking to? 
 
For example, I would use more 
informal language if I am talking to 
my friends, however I would use 
more formal language if I am 
speaking to Miss Lippa or Miss 
Golding. 

 
Here is one of my favourite pages from Hermelin by Mini Grey. 

This is one of my favourite pages because I think you can see all the mysteries of Offley Street 
and all the cases that Hermelin will solve! 
 
But look at all the characters – you have Doctor Parker, Lady Chumley – Plumley, Mrs Mattison, 
Imogen Splotts, Captain Potts, Emily, Baby McMumbo, Bernardo and Bulbo Bosher. I think we 
have a wide selection of characters. Some who I think would speak formally and some 
informally. 
 
For example I think Lady Chumley-Plumley would speak formally, after all she is a Lady! 
Whereas I think the Bosher brothers wouldn’t. What do you think about the other characters? 



   
 
I wonder if Doctor Parker, Mrs Mattison and Captain Potts would speak formally whereas the 
other wouldn’t. Do you agree? 
 
So now we are going to try and write dialogue to convey character. I am going to continue to 
think about Mrs Mattison and what I think she would be like. I don’t think Mrs Mattison would 
speak as formally as Lady Chumley-Plumley, but I don’t think she would be as informal as the 
Bosher brothers. She definitely wouldn’t use words like ain’t, init, peak or yeet. I also don’t think 
she would use made up words like the characters in Maze Runner.  
 
What sort of things do I think Mrs Mattison would say? If she was on the phone to one of her 
many grandchildren she might say things like: 
“Owh my beautiful grandson…” 
Or 
“In my day…” 
Or 
“When I was your age…” 
Or 
“You think that’s music? It sounds like noise to me!” 
 
Whereas characters like the Bosher brothers would say something like… 
“Come and ge’ it! Ah pack of the finest sausages are as cheap as the chips you’ll serve ‘em 
with!” 
Or 
“Get ou’ me face Bernardo!” 
Or 
“Round up, round up, the finest sausages in all the land!” 
 
I also want you to consider how these characters would speak, for example I think the Bosher 
brothers would be shouting or speaking very loudly (hence the exclamation marks) but I think 
Mrs Mattison would be more quietly spoken. Also if you look at the missing notices on the Offley 
Noticeboard, you will see the characters handwriting, which may also give you an insight into 
their character. 

Independent Tasks 

Please complete either challenge 1, 2 or 3. Once you have completed your challenge, you may 
choose to complete challenge X as well. 

Challenge 1 

Can you match the formal or informal direct speech to the characters? 
 

Characters  Direct Speech 

Mr Wonka  “This is where all dreams is 
beginning.” 

Miss Trunchbull  “It’s called squiggly spaghetti. 
It’s delicious. Eat it up while 
it’s nice and hot.” 

The BFG  “An important room, this!” 

Mrs Twit  “An idiotic vitch like you must 
rrroast upon the barbecue!” 

Grand High Witch  “I’m right and you’re wrong, 
I’m big and you’re small, and 



   
there’s nothing you can do 
about it.” 

 

Challenge 2 

Read the text below and highlight the words which give you (the reader) an impression of the 
characters you are reading about. 
 
When he came to himself, he was lying in a firelit place with bruised limbs, and a bad headache. 
Low voices were speaking close at hand. 
“And now,” said one, “Before it wakes up, we must decide what to do with it.” 
“Kill it,” said another. “We can’t let it live. It would betray us.” 
“We ought to have killed it at once, or else let it alone,” said a third voice. “We can’t kill it now. 
Not after we’ve taken it in and bandaged its head and all. It would be murdering a guest.” 
“Gentlemen,” said Caspian, in a feeble voice. “Whatever you do to me, I hope you will be kind to 
my poor horse.” 

Challenge 3 

Read the text below and highlight the words which give you (the reader) an impression of the 
characters you are reading about. 
 
“Your horse took flight long before we found you,” said the first voice – a curiously husky, earthy 
voice. 
“Now, don’t let it talk you round with pretty words,” said the second voice, which was full of 
mistrust. “I still say we should…” 
“Horns and halibuts!” said the third voice, richer, mellower, but impatient. “Of course we’re not 
going to kill it! For shame Nikabrik. What shall we do, Truffehunter?” 
“I say give it a drink,” said the growly voice. A dark shape approached. 
Caspian felt an arm slipped under his shoulders – if it was an arm – the shape felt somehow 
wrong. 

Challenge X 

Have a look at this text from challenge 2. Can you give the reader and further insight into the 
characters by describing how they have spoken, can you add how they are feeling or how they 
move? 
 
When he came to himself, he was lying in a firelit place with bruised limbs, and a bad headache. 
Low voices were speaking close at hand. 
“And now,” said one, “Before it wakes up, we must decide what to do with it.” 
“Kill it,” said another. “We can’t let it live. It would betray us.” 
“We ought to have killed it at once, or else let it alone,” said a third voice. “We can’t kill it now. 
Not after we’ve taken it in and bandaged its head and all. It would be murdering a guest.” 
“Gentlemen,” said Caspian, in a feeble voice. “Whatever you do to me, I hope you will be kind to 
my poor horse.” 

Review 

 Look at the passage below, can you change the reader’s perception of Alby by changing his 
dialogue? 
 
“You ain’t never seen her before?” Alby asked. 
Thomas hesitated before he answered. “Not… not, not that I remember.” 
 
Alby shook his head, then turned back to Newt, releasing his grip on Thomas’s shoulder. 
“Something’s whacked. Call a Gathering.” 
 



   
Mark Scheme – Lesson 4 
 

Review 

You should’ve ticked… 
The team were defeated due to mistakes that they made. 

Independent Tasks 

Challenge 1 

Characters Direct Speech 

Mr Wonka “An important room, this!” 

Miss Trunchbull “I’m right and you’re wrong, 
I’m big and you’re small, 
and there’s nothing you can 
do about it.” 

The BFG “This is where all dreams is 
beginning.” 

Mrs Twit “It’s called squiggly 
spaghetti. It’s delicious. Eat 
it up while it’s nice and hot.” 

Grand High Witch “An idiotic vitch like you 
must rrroast upon the 
barbecue!” 

 

Challenge 2 

When he came to himself, he was lying in a firelit place with bruised limbs, and a bad 
headache. Low voices were speaking close at hand. 
“And now,” said one, “Before it wakes up, we must decide what to do with it.” 
“Kill it,” said another. “We can’t let it live. It would betray us.” 
“We ought to have killed it at once, or else let it alone,” said a third voice. “We can’t kill it 
now. Not after we’ve taken it in and bandaged its head and all. It would be murdering a 
guest.” 
“Gentlemen,” said Caspian, in a feeble voice. “Whatever you do to me, I hope you will be 
kind to my poor horse.” 

Challenge 3 

“Your horse took flight long before we found you,” said the first voice – a curiously 
husky, earthy voice. 
“Now, don’t let it talk you round with pretty words,” said the second voice, which was full 
of mistrust. “I still say we should…” 
“Horns and halibuts!” said the third voice, richer, mellower, but impatient. “Of course 
we’re not going to kill it! For shame Nikabrik. What shall we do, Truffehunter?” 
“I say give it a drink,” said the growly voice. A dark shape approached. 
Caspian felt an arm slipped under his shoulders – if it was an arm – the shape felt 
somehow wrong. 

Challenge X 

These are the additions Miss Allen has made to give the reader more of an insight into 
the characters – showing not telling.  
 
When he came to himself, he was lying in a firelit place with bruised limbs, and a bad 
headache. Low voices were speaking close at hand. 
“And now,” said one looking around for the approval and permission of the others, 
“Before it wakes up, we must decide what to do with it.” 
“Kill it,” sneered another. “We can’t let it live. It would betray us.” 



   
“We ought to have killed it at once, or else let it alone,” said a third voice, carefully 
considering their options. “We can’t kill it now. Not after we’ve taken it in and bandaged 
its head and all. It would be murdering a guest.” 
“Gentlemen,” said Caspian, in a feeble voice. “Whatever you do to me, I hope you will be 
kind to my poor horse.” 

Review 

Miss Allen changed the passage to try and make Alby sound like a leader, but slightly 
more reasonable. 
 
“You haven’t ever seen her before?” Alby asked inquisitively – knowing the answer he 
would receive would probably be a half truth. 
Thomas hesitated before he answered. “Not… not, not that I remember.” 
 
Alby shook his head, then turned back to Newt, releasing his grip on Thomas’s shoulder. 
“Something’s not right. Newt! Please call a Gathering.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Lesson 5 

Learning Intention 
WALT convey character 
through dialogue. 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Reported speech 
Direct speech 
Inverted commas 
Reported clause 
 

What you will need: 
Writing book 
Pen 
The descriptive paragraph you 
wrote in Lesson 3 
Video: 
Year 6 English – Week 4 – 
Lesson 5 Video 

Starter 

Beat the teacher! 
Write as many synonyms for said as you can in 1 minute. 
 
Look in the mark scheme to see how many Miss Allen managed to write. Did you beat her? 

Main Teaching 

Watch the video: Year 6 English – Week 4 – Lesson 5, which explains the main input. 
 
All week we have been looking at dialogue and how to convey character by showing and not 
telling. We looked at Hermelin, which had both formal and informal characters. We also learned 
in the last lesson that an author can give an impression of a character not just by what the 
character says, but by showing how they said it. The power of the reported clause! Meaning we 
need to be selective when we choose the vocabulary we use when writing our reported clause. 
Constantly thinking about the affect we want for the reader or how to show the reader something 
about the character. 
 
Let’s try that! I am going to be using the descriptive paragraph I wrote in Lesson 3. 
 
Mrs Mattison has a love for lettuce that many do not understand – even her many grandchildren. 
However, that isn’t the only peculiar thing about Mrs Mattison. No. Like many people she wants 
to protect her life savings. Does she do that by putting it in the bank? No. She keeps it in her 
black leather handbag. Just as many people (people of a certain age) Mrs Mattison often forgets 
were she puts things – her keys, her glasses and the illusive remote control. However, she never 
thought she would misplace something as important as her life savings. No matter how many 
people she phoned, remember she has many grandchildren, no-one seemed to know or seen 
her beloved handbag which held all her riches. 
 
I want to add direct speech to give the reader a better impression of Mrs Mattison. 
 
“Hello… hello… is that Gary? No? Owh sorry Paul, of course it is you,” Mrs Mattison said down 
the telephone. One of these days she would recognise her grandson’s voice on the phone. “No 
everything is… ok.” 
She started to twiddle the telephone cord around her fingers nervously. She was about to admit 
to her grandson that her memory wasn’t what it used to be. 
“Listen, can you hear me, hello… hello,” 
What was she going to do if she couldn’t talk to Paul? 
 
I wanted to give an impression that Mrs Mattison has an old telephone, which has a cord (does 
anyone have phones like that anymore?). I also wanted to show that as many people of the older 
generation, something as simple as making a phone call never seems to be that easy for them. 



   
Now I want to show her irritable side, admitting that she needs help, or isn’t as young as she 
would like to be. 
 
“Paul, it turns out I may have lost something… not lost it… misplaced it,” she began to tell her 
grandson how she had lost her life savings. That she had no idea where she had put it, she was 
sure the last place she left it was on her window sill. 
 
“On the window sill?” Paul repeated convinced he has misheard, or his grandmother has made a 
mistake. “I don’t understand. Why would you leave your bag – with your ALL your life savings – 
on the window sill!”  
 
Mrs Mattison could hear the disbelief in his voice. “Who do you think you are Paul? To speak to 
me like that!” she whispered in a heated voice, her face being to burn bright red. “I forgot you 
were completely perfect! I forgot you have never misplaced anything in your entire life!” The urge 
to hang up was overwhelming. “Have you seen my handbag or not?” 
 
Paul began to apologise but was interrupted by Mrs Mattison repeating her last question. He 
admitted he hadn’t seen her bag but would keep an eye out and call his brother. 
 
When Mrs Mattison had put the phone down, more firmly and louder than she had meant to, she 
took a deep breath. What was she going to do now? 
 
Now it’s your turn. You can find my finished draft in the mark scheme below. 
 
We recommend using the editing checklist below as a prompt for what to include while writing 
and suggest you come back to it during the review when you thoroughly edit your work. 
 
Editing Checklist: 
 

Editing List Have you 
included 
this? 

Non-negotiables (Year 6 English 
writing mat, for example: capital 
letters, full stops, does it make 
sense?) 

 

Spelling 
(Have you placed three dots under 
the spelling you aren’t sure about? 
Are they spelt correctly? Have you 
used the statutory word lists to help 
you?) 

 

Relative clauses 
(adds extra information using 
relative pronouns: who, where, 
whom, that, which) 

 

Dialogue 
(to convey character, show the 
dialogue be formal or informal?) 

 

Reported speech  



   
(is there some speech that would be 
more beneficial as reported 
speech?) 

Ambitious describing vocabulary 
(adjectives, synonyms, year 3 – 6 
statutory words) 

 

 

Independent Tasks 

Your task today is to write your own piece of writing. You can use your description from lesson 3 
and add more description and dialogue to it or you can choose to write this piece about a 
different character. For example, you could have written your first description about Baby 
McMumbo, but that isn’t the best character to write dialogue for so you could do this piece of 
writing about a different character such as Doctor Parker. 
 
You have 30 minutes to write, which should be at least two paragraph, of high-quality Year 6 
writing, in size. You can of course add more paragraphs if you would like to. 
 
Don’t forget to use the editing tick list to help you. 
 

Editing List Have you 
included 
this? 

Non-negotiables (Year 6 English 
writing mat, for example: capital 
letters, full stops, does it make 
sense?) 

 

Spelling 
(Have you placed three dots under 
the spelling you aren’t sure about? 
Are they spelt correctly? Have you 
used the statutory word lists to help 
you?) 

 

Relative clauses 
(adds extra information using 
relative pronouns: who, where, 
whom, that, which) 

 

Dialogue 
(to convey character, show the 
dialogue be formal or informal?) 

 

Reported speech 
(is there some speech that would be 
more beneficial as reported 
speech?) 

 

Ambitious describing vocabulary 
(adjectives, synonyms, year 3 – 6 
statutory words) 

 

 

Review 

 Edit your writing!  

 Use your editing tick list (see above) to check your writing.  



   
 Choose a different coloured pen/pencil to edit your work (much like we would in class with 

a green editing pen). 
 
If possible, you can always ask an adult to hear your writing or ask them to help you with the 
editing process. 
 
My edited piece of writing is in the mark scheme or you can watch me editing my piece in the 
video: Year 6 English – Week 4 – Lesson 5. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Mark Scheme – Lesson 5 
 

Starter 

Uttered, muttered, pronounced, declared, stated, announced, remarked, shouted, 
screamed, whispered, spoke, told, cried, bellowed, yelled 
 
I got 15! What can I say after I wrote whispered my mind froze! 

Independent Tasks 

Miss Allen’s completed piece of writing: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Review 

Miss Allen’s edited piece of writing: 
 

 

 


