
 
Year Reception EK Literacy

 
Week beginning: 22/06/20 
 

Lesson 1 
Learning Intention 
 
WALT (we are learning to) 
Label a picture 

Starter 
See attached activity idea to create a handprint picture of the hermit crab.
 
Main Teaching 
Read the story of A House for Hermit Crab by Eric Carle 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cYgxknuDmc
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label the picture of the hermit crab 
Independent Tasks 

Discuss the setting of this story 

Draw a picture of a hermit crab in its habitat (at the bottom of the ocean)/hand print 

Review 
Discuss the parts of the hermit crab. Why does it need a shell? 
hide inside if there is danger.  Why does the hermit crab move house? 
big for its shell.  
 

 
  

  
Year Reception EK Literacy Distance Teaching and Learning

Key Vocabulary: 
Author 
Ocean 
Sea 
Abdomen 

What you will need:
Paper 
Colours  
Pencils 
Paint 

See attached activity idea to create a handprint picture of the hermit crab. 

Read the story of A House for Hermit Crab by Eric Carle 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cYgxknuDmc 

  

Label the picture of the hermit crab - face, feet, claw, soft tummy, shell, home,

Challenge 1 
Discuss the setting of this story – ocean, at the bottom of the sea bed.

Challenge 2 
Draw a picture of a hermit crab in its habitat (at the bottom of the ocean)/hand print 

Challenge 3 
Label your picture 

Discuss the parts of the hermit crab. Why does it need a shell? To protect its soft tummy. To 
Why does the hermit crab move house? It grows and becomes too 

  
Distance Teaching and Learning 

What you will need: 

 

  

face, feet, claw, soft tummy, shell, home, 

ocean, at the bottom of the sea bed. 

Draw a picture of a hermit crab in its habitat (at the bottom of the ocean)/hand print activity 

To protect its soft tummy. To 
It grows and becomes too 



 
Lesson 2 
Learning Intention 
 
WALT 
Find out information 
 

Starter 
Recap the story of the Hermit Crab by Eric Carle 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cYgxknuDmc
 
Recap question words, who, what, where, why, how, when.
Main Teaching 
As you read the story did you find out any information about a hermit crab that you didn'
before?  
 
How can we find out more information about something? (
search engine on the internet, look up information in a non
Can you think of a question you could ask to find out some more information about
crab? What question word have you used? 
How will you find out the answer to your question?
 
Non-fiction facts about the hermit crab:

- Hermit crabs live on the ocean floor
- Hermit crabs have hard skin
- Hermit crabs have a soft tummy
- Hermit crabs use a shell as their house
- Hermit crabs stay safe inside their shell
- Hermit crabs get a new shell when they grow
- Hermit crabs breathe through gills (
- Hermit crabs are usually red, orange or brown in colour.
- Hermit crabs have 10 legs. 
- Hermit crabs have 2 claws.
- Hermit crabs are omnivores.
- Hermit crabs like to eat left over bits of other animals that have died and algae.
- Hermit crabs have a curved tail with a hook. This helps them to fit inside their borrowed 

shell. 
- Plastic is dangerous for hermit crabs wh

Independent Tasks 

To share one fact you have found out about a hermit crab with a friend and say how you know, 
where did you get this fact/information from?

Draw a picture to illustrate your fact

Review 
As a class share all the information we have found out about hermit crabs. 
Independent - shall we make a class non
 

  

Key Vocabulary: 
Non-fiction 
Fact 
Information 
Truth  
Question 

What you will need:
 
Paper, pencil
Lesson 2 video

Recap the story of the Hermit Crab by Eric Carle  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cYgxknuDmc 

Recap question words, who, what, where, why, how, when. 

As you read the story did you find out any information about a hermit crab that you didn'

How can we find out more information about something? (Ask someone who knows, use a 
search engine on the internet, look up information in a non-fiction book) 
Can you think of a question you could ask to find out some more information about
crab? What question word have you used?  
How will you find out the answer to your question? 

fiction facts about the hermit crab: 
Hermit crabs live on the ocean floor. 
Hermit crabs have hard skin. 
Hermit crabs have a soft tummy. 

use a shell as their house. 
Hermit crabs stay safe inside their shell. 
Hermit crabs get a new shell when they grow. 
Hermit crabs breathe through gills ( 
Hermit crabs are usually red, orange or brown in colour. 

 
claws. 

Hermit crabs are omnivores. 
Hermit crabs like to eat left over bits of other animals that have died and algae.
Hermit crabs have a curved tail with a hook. This helps them to fit inside their borrowed 

Plastic is dangerous for hermit crabs when litter ends up in the ocean.

Challenge 1 
To share one fact you have found out about a hermit crab with a friend and say how you know, 
where did you get this fact/information from? 

Challenge 2 
Draw a picture to illustrate your fact and write a title 

Challenge 3 
Write your fact as a sentence 

As a class share all the information we have found out about hermit crabs. 
shall we make a class non-fiction book?  

  

What you will need: 

Paper, pencil 
Lesson 2 video 

As you read the story did you find out any information about a hermit crab that you didn't know 

Ask someone who knows, use a 

Can you think of a question you could ask to find out some more information about a hermit 

Hermit crabs like to eat left over bits of other animals that have died and algae. 
Hermit crabs have a curved tail with a hook. This helps them to fit inside their borrowed 

en litter ends up in the ocean. 

To share one fact you have found out about a hermit crab with a friend and say how you know, 

 

As a class share all the information we have found out about hermit crabs.  



 
 

Lesson  3 
Learning Intention 
 
WALT 
Order the events in the story 

Starter 
Recap the months of the year song
Main Teaching 
The story mentions all the months of the year in order. The story is sequenced over a year. 
 
Recap the main events of the story and identify what happens each month. 
 
January - outgrew shell house and moved out
February - found a new shell house
March - sea anemones  - beautiful
April - flock of starfish - handsome
May - coral - pretty 
June -  snails - tidy and hardworking
July - sea urchins - fierce, protect 
August - seaweed - dark, gloomy 
September - lantern fish - bright 
October - smooth pebbles - sturdy for a wall
November - shell too small - love all his friends 
December - gave the shell to a smaller crab
 

Independent Tasks 

Draw a picture of each item the hermit comes across each month

To write the adjective the hermit crab uses to describe each creature

Review 
Retell the story in order - beginning, middle and end.

 

  

Key Vocabulary: 
Beautiful                     bright 
Handsome                 sturdy 
Pretty 
Tidy 
Hardworking  
Fierce 
Plain 
 Dark, gloomy 

What you will need:
Paper 
Pencil 
Colours 
 

Recap the months of the year song 

The story mentions all the months of the year in order. The story is sequenced over a year. 

Recap the main events of the story and identify what happens each month. 

outgrew shell house and moved out 
found a new shell house - it was plain 

beautiful 
handsome 

tidy and hardworking 
 
 

sturdy for a wall 
love all his friends  

gave the shell to a smaller crab 

Challenge 1 
Draw a picture of each item the hermit comes across each month

Challenge 2 
To write the adjective the hermit crab uses to describe each creature

Challenge 3 
To write the months of the year 

 

beginning, middle and end. 

  

What you will need: 

The story mentions all the months of the year in order. The story is sequenced over a year.  

Recap the main events of the story and identify what happens each month.  

Draw a picture of each item the hermit comes across each month 

To write the adjective the hermit crab uses to describe each creature 



 
 

Lesson  4 
Learning Intention 
 
WALT 
Identify feelings and emotions 
in the story 

Starter 
Discuss key vocabulary words for today's lesson based on feelings. How 
 

Main Teaching 
Recap the story - listen carefully to the story and discuss key points where you can identify and 

describe the feeling or emotion at that point.  

Happy/content - 
Frightening -

Kindness – offered his home to a smaller crab when he outgrew it 
Sharing – shared his shell with all the other sea creatures

Considerate – asking other creatures politely 

Teamwork 
Problem solving  - The big hermit crab thought of new possibilities of how he could decorate his 

new shell home 

Independent Tasks 

Discuss the different feelings that are shown throughout the book

Explain why the character felt this way

Have you ever felt this emotion before? Share your own experience

  

Key Vocabulary: 
Content            Considerate 
Frightened 
Share 
Kind 
Friendly  

What you will need:
Video Lesson 4
Paper  
Pencil 
 

Discuss key vocabulary words for today's lesson based on feelings. How are you feeling today?

 

listen carefully to the story and discuss key points where you can identify and 
describe the feeling or emotion at that point.   

 
 finding a shell that feels just right and fits wel
- Without a shell to protect and keep safe

offered his home to a smaller crab when he outgrew it 
shared his shell with all the other sea creatures

Friendly – helping another 
asking other creatures politely if they'd like to share his home, used nice words to 

describe the creatures 
Teamwork – worked together to decorate the shell 

The big hermit crab thought of new possibilities of how he could decorate his 
new shell home – barnicles, clown fish, electric eel etc

 

Challenge 1 
Discuss the different feelings that are shown throughout the book

Challenge 2 
Explain why the character felt this way 

Challenge 3 
Have you ever felt this emotion before? Share your own experience

  

What you will need: 
Video Lesson 4 

are you feeling today? 

listen carefully to the story and discuss key points where you can identify and 

finding a shell that feels just right and fits well 
Without a shell to protect and keep safe 

offered his home to a smaller crab when he outgrew it  
shared his shell with all the other sea creatures 

if they'd like to share his home, used nice words to 

 
The big hermit crab thought of new possibilities of how he could decorate his 

sh, electric eel etc 

Discuss the different feelings that are shown throughout the book 

Have you ever felt this emotion before? Share your own experience 



 
 

Lesson  5 
Learning Intention 
WALT 
Design and decorate our own 
house 

Starter 
Recap the story The Hermit Crab by Eric Carle. Discuss the Hermit crabs home. 
Main Teaching 
Hermit crab had a shell for a house and decorated it with sea creatures
plain. By the end of the year the hermit crab loved his new home, wit

Today we are going to design our own dream home. Think about the setting. Where would you 
choose? Why? 
 
Independent Tasks 

Design your own house and colour it

Label the different parts of your house

Talk about your design and
Review 
Share all the different design ideas with your friends. Ask your friend about their design, 
why they chose certain features and parts of their house. Talk to your friend about your 
own design.  
Are any parts of your house the same as your friends or are th
 

 

  

Key Vocabulary: 
Material 
Purpose 
Favourite 
Choice 

What you will need:
Paper  
Pencil 
Video Lesson 5

Recap the story The Hermit Crab by Eric Carle. Discuss the Hermit crabs home. 

Hermit crab had a shell for a house and decorated it with sea creatures because it was very 
plain. By the end of the year the hermit crab loved his new home, with all of his friends. 

 
design our own dream home. Think about the setting. Where would you 

Challenge 1 
Design your own house and colour it 

Challenge 2 
Label the different parts of your house 

Challenge 3 
Talk about your design and the reasons behind your choices

Share all the different design ideas with your friends. Ask your friend about their design, 
why they chose certain features and parts of their house. Talk to your friend about your 

Are any parts of your house the same as your friends or are they very different?

  

What you will need: 

Video Lesson 5 

Recap the story The Hermit Crab by Eric Carle. Discuss the Hermit crabs home.  

because it was very 
h all of his friends.  

design our own dream home. Think about the setting. Where would you 

the reasons behind your choices 

Share all the different design ideas with your friends. Ask your friend about their design, 
why they chose certain features and parts of their house. Talk to your friend about your 

ey very different? 


