
   
Y1 English Distance Teaching and Learning 

 
Week beginning: 29th June 2020  

Lesson 1 

Learning Intention: 
WALT: explore the mood and 
atmosphere created in text 
and image. 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Storm  
Thunder 
Lightening 
Wave  

What you will need: 
Pencil  
Paper  

Starter (10 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xytAfoU1d78 
Watch this video to focus on the sounds of a storm.  
 
Watch this video to see the waves crashing.  
https://vimeo.com/28170928 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Main Teaching 
Mood and atmosphere are important elements in Benji Davies story. Turning the pages reveals 
different moods which the children respond to intuitively. Using sound is an excellent way to 
explore the mood and atmosphere of a story at key moments.  

 
Ask the children to close their eyes while you read the text.  
‘Outside, the sky swirled black and grey. A storm was brewing. Noi listened as the sea thrashed 
against the rocks and rain began trickling down the walls. Suddenly with a flutter and a squawk, 
something tumbled out of the storm and landed in Noi’s cave.’  
Ask the children:  
• What sounds can be heard?  
• What noises would the wind make?  

• What noises have you heard when there is a storm? (They may suggest thrashed, trickle, 
flutter, squawk).  
 
There are three distinct phases to the storm. Write them on the board:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xytAfoU1d78
https://vimeo.com/28170928
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F565201821965009434%2F&psig=AOvVaw0L5wYpG8fbQCtVuTAM0ImX&ust=1593083782780000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKCt_NqpmuoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F462463455464715267%2F&psig=AOvVaw0L5wYpG8fbQCtVuTAM0ImX&ust=1593083782780000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKCt_NqpmuoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAg
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ebay.co.uk%2Fitm%2FLarge-Framed-Print-Wicked-Storm-at-Sea-Picture-Poster-Art-Ocean-Waves-Beach-%2F323789515655&psig=AOvVaw29RRmQLVtjnLZr5TTHRB0Z&ust=1593083962195000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCSzrCqmuoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


   
1. The storm thrashing against the rocks.  
2. Rain trickling down walls.  
3. Flutter and squawk of the bird.  
 
Say: ‘I wonder which sounds would go best with this part’. Take suggestions from the children 
and invite them to talk to a partner and choose a sound to make to replicate a storm. This could 
be with their voice, body or a musical instrument.  
 
Ask volunteers to share their sounds. Then ask how they could write the sound down. Repeat 
with the other sounds until you have a composition.  
Split the class into three groups, allocating each part to a different group. Read the text again, 
this time with the sounds being played.  
 
Model writing a sentence about the storm e.g.  
The heavy rain thrashed down into the stormy sea.  

Main Independent Task  

 
Write 8 sentences to describe the setting.  
 
Remember to use capital letters, finger spaces and lead in lines.  
 

Challenge X 

Use the conjunctions but, and and because to extend your sentences.  
 

Learning Review 

Describe verbally how the mood has changed in the two pictures below.  

 
 


