
   
Y1 English Distance Teaching and Learning 

 
Week beginning: 22th June 2020  

Lesson 5 

Learning Intention: 
WALT: write a character 
description of Grandma Bird. 

Key Vocabulary: 
Adjective  
Simile  

What you will need: 
Pencil  
Paper  

Starter (10 minutes) 

How does Noi feel in this picture?  
How do you know this?  
How would you feel if it was you? 

Main Teaching 

 
Draw an enlarged outline of Grandma on a large sheet of paper. 
 
Tell the children that you are going to be thinking a little more deeply about Grandma 
Bird in this lesson. Begin by adding visual details to the outline that you have prepared.  
Ask: • What does Grandma Bird wear? As they make suggestions add these items to the 
drawing (e.g., headscarf, cardigan).  
Add labels. Make the point that we know what to add because we can see these things 
in the pictures.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D-mrVOygnvSQ&psig=AOvVaw0WD95l5ZjtbieBGxKBB_G9&ust=1592404248743000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMidt6PGhuoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.takeonebook.org%2Fbook%2Fgrandma-bird%2F&psig=AOvVaw1WJU9Lpn1tZJYvoGut3g43&ust=1592655921928000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDex-fvjeoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


   
 
Next, add annotations of Grandma’s behaviour. For example: 
• Things that she does with her hands can be written close to her hands. 
• Things that she does with her feet can be added close to her feet.  
• Things that she says can be added as speech bubbles.  
 
Explain that completing these points requires a literal understanding of the story: the 
information can be retrieved from the text and illustrations. 
• Inside the outline represent Grandma’s thoughts and feelings.  
• Use thought bubbles to show what Grandma might be thinking at crucial moments in 
the story.  
 
 Draw a big heart shape on Grandma’s body. Make notes about what she might be 
feeling.  
• To complete this task, the children are required to make inferences from the text and 
illustrations. Make this point explicit. You have to infer because the text doesn’t tell you.  
• What information did we use to make the inferences about Grandma’s thoughts and 
feelings?  
 

Main Independent Task   

Write a character description about Grandma Bird.  
 
Write at least 6 sentences using capital letters, full stops, lead in lines and finger spaces.  
Use all the information that you have planned in the main teach part of the lesson.  
Please use the phonics mat to support sounding out when writing.  
 

 



   
Challenge X 

Write one simile about Grandma in your character description.   
 

Learning Review 

Edit your work using a crayon.  
Read through your sentences and add any missing capital letters or full stops.   
 
Can you improve one sentence by adding an adjective? 
 

 


