
   
Year 5 English Distance Teaching and Learning 

 
Week beginning: 8.6.20 
 

Lesson 2 

Learning Intention 
WALT identify differences 
between direct and indirect 
speech 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Direct speech-is a sentence 
in which the exact words 
spoken are reproduced 
in speech marks or inverted 
commas. 
Indirect speech- is when the 
general points of what 
someone has said are 
reported, without actually 
writing the speech out in 
full. 
Inverted commas- the 
punctuation marks used to 
show direct speech “  ” 

What you will need: 
Pen 
Lined paper/English book 
Challenges 
Lesson 2 video 

Starter 

Add inverted commas to punctuate the direct speech. 
 
A. Can we play on your PlayStation after tea? Jim asked enthusiastically. 
 
B. Tom said, You can go to my house after school and play on my game console. 
 
(See Mark Scheme) 

Main Teaching 

Within writing, there are two ways to narrate the words spoken by a character. These are called: 
direct speech 
 
indirect (or reported) speech 

 
 
In a direct speech sentence, we would narrate Iggy’s spoken words like this: 
 
“I bid you farewell Earthlings!” shouted Iggy from his spaceship. 
 
If we were writing an indirect speech sentence, we would narrate Iggy’s spoken words like this: 
 
From his spaceship, Iggy bid farewell to the Earthlings. 
 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-speech-marks


   
Let’s look at some of the success criteria when using direct speech. 

 
 
 
Inverted commas aren’t used when using indirect speech. 
Look at these speech sentences. Are they examples of direct or indirect speech? 
If they are examples of direct speech, where should we place inverted commas? 
For example: Kayla explained that she used to live in New York.  
This is an example of indirect speech and does not need inverted commas. The sentence is 
reporting what Kayla explained. 
Task 1 
Now, you try: 
Watch out screamed George as he launched the Frisbee. 
(See Mark Scheme) 
Task 2 
Guthrum announced that they should charge towards the village. 
(See Mark Scheme) 
Task 3 
Tick the sentence containing indirect speech. 

 



   
(See Mark Scheme) 
Task 4 
True or false? The sentence below contains direct speech. 
 
“Jacob, please can you hand out the maths books?” asked Mrs Scott. 
Explain how you know to an adult. 
 
Task 5 
Circle any errors in the sentence below containing indirect speech. 
Yesterday, my friend asked me if you want to play out? 
(See Mark Scheme) 
 
Task 6 

 
(See Mark Scheme) 

Independent Tasks 

Challenge 1 



   

 
Challenge 2 



   

 
Challenge 3 



   

 
Challenge X 

Complete the sentences below using direct speech with the correct punctuation. 



   

 
 

Review 

Rewrite the speech bubble below as either direct or indirect speech. 
Remember to use the correct punctuation. 

 
 
 
 
Mark Scheme – Lesson 2 
 

Starter 

A. “Can we play on your PlayStation after tea?” Jim asked enthusiastically. 
 
B. Tom said, “You can go to my house after school and play on my game console.” 

Main Teaching 

Task 1 
“Watch out!” screamed George as he launched the Frisbee. 
This is an example of direct speech and does need inverted commas around the spoken words. 
Task 2 
This is an example of indirect speech and does not need inverted commas.The sentence is 
reporting what Guthrum announced. 
Task 3 
 



   

 
Task4  
True. Punctuation for speech is used and the words that Mrs Scott has spoken are repeated 
exactly. 
Task 5 

 
Task 6 
Errol is incorrect. He has written the sentence as indirect speech. The sentence should read 
“Tonight’s winner is…Betsy!” declared the television presenter. 

Independent Tasks 

Challenge 1 

1a. “I like chocolate,” said Josh. 
1b. Maya explained that the toffee was chewy. 
2a. Various answers, for example: I said that I was going out. 
2b. Various answers, for example: “Can I play with you?” Noah asked. 
3a. No. Bailey has included an unnecessary comma and inverted commas are not used in 
indirect speech. The correct sentence is: George asked if he could have a sandwich. 
3b. No. Miranda has included an unnecessary question mark at the end of the sentence. The 
correct sentence is: Isla told me that she had some sweets in her bag. 

Challenge 2 

4a. Various answers, for example: (direct speech) “Ouch, that hurt!” cried Oliver. 
4b. Various answers, for example: (indirect speech) Anika asked if she could play outside. 
5a. Various answers, for example: Mum agreed that I could stay up later. I explained that I had 
forgotten my P.E. kit. 
5b. Various answers, for example: Amy asked, “Can I have some sweets please?” 
“I won’t do it again,” Jack promised. 
6a. No. Maisie has placed the exclamation mark after the closing inverted commas. The correct 
sentence is: “I came first in the race!” 
6b. Yes. The direct speech has been punctuated correctly because the inverted commas and full 
stop have been positioned correctly. 

 Challenge 3 



   
7a. Various answers, for example: Jed promised that he would not tell anyone the secret. “You 
know that you can always trust me!” Jed said. Jed reminded his friend that they had known each 
other since they were at nursery together. 
7b. Various answers, for example: Grace decided she would have her hair cut. “I have decided 
to have my hair cut,” Grace announced. “It takes so long to dry in the morning when it’s this 
long,” Grace moaned. Grace asked her friend whether she preferred having long or short hair. 

Challenge X 

Various answers, for example: 
 
“My shoes are scuffed because I tripped up,” Beth explained. 
Mum agreed, “Yes, it’s about time that you got a new pair of shoes!” 

Review 

(indirect speech) 
Amrit announced that he had bought a new pet hamster at the weekend. 
(direct speech) 
Amrit announced, “I bought a pet hamster at the weekend.” 

 
 


