
   
Year 5 English Distance Teaching and Learning 

 
Week beginning: 8.6.20 
 

Lesson 3 

Learning Intention 
WALT punctuate direct speech 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
direct speech-is a 
sentence in which the exact 
words spoken are 
reproduced in speech 
marks or inverted commas. 
 

What you will need: 
Pen 
Lined paper/English book 
Challenges 
Lesson 3 video 

Starter 

Think of words to replace ‘said’ in the sentence below. 
 
“It’s freezing!” Dan said. 
 
 

Main Teaching 

1. The most important rule in punctuating direct speech is that all words spoken must be 
enclosed by inverted commas. 

For example: 
“Get off my bridge!” cried the troll. 
 

2. All commas, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks must also be enclosed by 
inverted commas. 

For example: 

 
 

3. Commas are another important tool to help the reader separate direct speech from the 
rest of the text. 
Where direct speech precedes a verb, and does not end in a question mark or 
exclamation mark, a comma must be used. 

For example: 

 
 

4. Where the direct speech before a verb ends in a question mark or exclamation mark 
however, this punctuation replaces the comma. 

For example: 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-speech-marks
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-speech-marks


   

 
 

5. Where the direct speech follows a verb, a comma must be used after the verb to indicate 
that direct speech is about to begin.  
 
Note: in this context, the direct speech must always begin with a capital letter. 

For example: 

 
 

6. In addition, where the direct speech follows the verb, a full stop, exclamation mark or 
question mark must be used inside the inverted commas to signal the end of the speech. 

For example: 

 
 

7. If the direct speech is one sentence broken up by information about who is speaking, you 
need a comma (or a question mark or exclamation mark) to end the first piece of speech 
and another comma before the concluding part of the sentence (before the inverted 
comma or commas). 

For example: 

 
 

8. If the direct speech in a text involves more than one speaker, a new line must be used for 
each new speaker. This helps the reader to follow what is being said. 

For example: 



   

 
 
Let’s see if we can put some of these rules into practice! 
 
Task 1 
Circle the missing or incorrect punctuation in this sentence: 
“ Mother said,  Don’t talk to any strangers!” 
(See Mark Scheme) 
 
Task 2 
Tick where the inverted commas should go. 

 
(See Mark Scheme) 
 
Task 3 
Punctuate these sentences: 
little red riding hood cried what big eyes you have 
 
the wolf replied all the better to see to you with my dear 
(See Mark Scheme) 
 
Task 4 
Complete the sentences using direct speech. Make sure they are punctuated correctly. 
The boy asked…. 
…… shouted the police officer. 
The man said…. 
(See Mark Scheme) 

Independent Tasks 

Challenge 1 



   

 
Challenge 2 



   

 
Challenge 3 



   

 
Challenge X 



   

 
 

Review 

Amy has written a sentence. Is it correct? Explain your answer. 
 
Tom said  “I must read my book before I go to bed. 
 

 
 
 
Mark Scheme – Lesson 3 
 

Starter 

 



   

 
 

Main Teaching 

Task 1 

 
 
Task 2 

 
 
Task 3 
Little Red Riding Hood cried, “What big eyes you have!” 
The wolf replied, “All the better to see you with my dear.” 
 
Task 4 
Various possible answers, for example: 
The boy asked, “Can I play out?” 
“STOP!” shouted the police officer. 
The man said, “I’m going to buy a newspaper.” 
 

Independent Tasks 

Challenge 1 

1a. Missing inverted commas, lowercase ‘h’ and question mark 
1b. Incorrect inverted commas before ‘Cinderella’, missing comma after ‘cried’ and missing 
inverted commas after ‘ball’ 
2a. The first box should be ticked. 
2b. The second box should be ticked. 



   
3a. The first and third boxes should be ticked. 
3b. The first and second boxes should be ticked. 
4a. The prince said, “I will marry the girl whose foot fits this slipper.” 
The stepsister asked, “Can I try the slipper on first?” 
4b. “Will you marry me?” the prince asked. 
Cinderella replied, “Of course I will.” 

Challenge 2 

5a. Lowercase ‘j’ and ‘w’, missing comma after ‘said’ 
5b. Incorrect inverted commas before ‘Jack’s’, missing inverted commas before ‘You’ve’ and 
incorrect full stop 
6a. The second box should be ticked. 
6b. The first box should be ticked. 
7a. The second and third boxes should be ticked. 
7b. The second box should be ticked. 
8a. Jack said, “I will climb this beanstalk.”  
The giant shouted, “Can I smell the blood of an Englishman?” 
8b. “Where is my dinner?” the giant demanded. 
“Get in the oven!” the giant’s wife ordered Jack. 

 Challenge 3 

9a. Missing comma after ‘poor’ and ‘sighed’ and missing inverted commas after ‘children’ 
9b. Missing inverted commas after ‘wood’ and before ‘and’ 
10a. The first box should be ticked. 
10b. The second box should be ticked. 
11a. The first and second boxes should be ticked. 
11b. The first, second, third and fifth boxes should be ticked. 
12a. “Oh,” said Hansel, “there is a house made of sweets!” 
“Can we eat it?” asked Gretel. 
“We can try,” replied Hansel. 
12b. “Come in children,” the old woman said, “and warm yourselves.” 
“I’m frightened!” cried Gretel. 
“Me too,” replied Hansel. 

Challenge X 

 
Review 

Tom said, “I must read my book before I go to bed.” 
 
It is not correct because: 

• the comma after the reporting clause is missing 



   
• the inverted commas to mark the end of the direct speech are missing 

 

 
 


