
   
Y1 English Distance Teaching and Learning 

 
Week beginning: 6th July 2020  

Lesson 5 

Learning Intention: 
WALT: explore themes of 
the story.  

Key Vocabulary: 
theme 

What you will need: 
 Pencil  
Paper  

Starter (10 minutes) 

 
Name ten things that Noi can see in the rock pool.  

Main Teaching 

In this lesson the big ideas or themes of the story are explored, using statement cards to 
help develop the language of justification.  
 
Being able to find themes and messages shows a deeper level of understanding than 
retelling a story. Finding the theme in a story is potentially challenging, if children do not 
have the language to talk about the themes. Scaffolding by providing a range of big 
ideas for children to select from can make the process easier, and also equip them with 
language that they can use for future discussions.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbooksforboysweb.wordpress.com%2F2018%2F12%2F03%2Fgrandma-bird%2F&psig=AOvVaw0A4XW0IZTv1wmQK5d_6Avo&ust=1593688638507000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMDix_z2q-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


   
 
If the children are unfamiliar 
with the concept of ‘big 
ideas’ or themes that 
underpin the story, explain 
how big ideas are different 
to the plot.  
You may need to give an 
example using a story that 
the children know well. For 
example, one of the themes 
of the Grimms version of 
Little Red Riding Hood is 
‘always obey your parents’.  
 
Share the following 
statements asking children 
to decide if they agree or 
disagree with them.  
 
 
You may need to model this 
and refer to the events of 
the story when doing so.  
 

Main Independent Task  

Rank the statements and decide which is the most relevant big idea in the story, 
stressing that this doesn’t mean other ideas are not relevant. Encourage children to 
justify responses by referring to the story.  
 
For example 
I disagree that you can only be friends with people your own age because…. 
 
I agree that being alone doesn’t mean you are lonely because …. 
 

Learning Review 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zT9LnMQiplc 
 
Listen to the Storm Whale by Benji Davies.  
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zT9LnMQiplc

