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Friday 6th November, 2020 
 

New National Restrictions 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
New National Restrictions came into force on Thursday and will last for four weeks, until 
December 2nd. As a consequence, the Department for Education (DfE) has updated its 
guidance for the full opening of schools. In response to this guidance and new restrictions, we 
have made some changes to our provision and procedures, at Bowmansgreen. 
 
From Monday, we ask that families both drop-off and pick-up children from the Key Stage One 
playground only – parents and carers will no longer be able to walk their children down the path, 
towards Year Two or Key Stage Two classes. Pupils will be expected to walk themselves to 
their classrooms, with staff to direct or accompany them, where necessary. Class zones, 
marked out on the Key Stage One playground, continue to be the collection points for families at 
the end of the day.  
 
A one-way system will be enforced, at both ends of the school day, on the Key Stage One 
playground. Please ensure that the drop-off and pick-up is as brief as possible and families are 
expected to practice social distancing and not congregate on site or at the school gates. These 
measures aim to further reduce the number of families on the school site at any one time and 
limit the number of contacts that pupils, families and staff have.    
 
Pupils in Y4 – Y6, who are independent travellers, will continue to use the rear gate at the start 
and end of their school day. Parents are not permitted to use this gate so that we can maintain 
a one-way system, protecting staff and pupils from unnecessary face to face contact, in 
accordance with DfE guidance. Parents must use the front gate only. 
 
Please could we urge everyone to take extra time and care when driving and parking on the 
roads around school, with particular consideration for pedestrians and our neighbours. Several 
incidences of dangerous driving and parking have been witnessed and reported during the last 
few weeks. We appreciate that changes and restrictions placed on the school timetable and 
gates may be adding to the usual pressures associated with the school run but there is currently 
no way around these measures. We want to avoid having to stagger the school day even further 
which we know will cause more frustration for many families but we may have to consider this if 
the parking and traffic at the drop-off and pick-up remains a safety concern.  
 
The ‘soft start’ timings for the school day allows ten minutes from when the gates are open, for 
pupils to get into their classrooms, ready for the register to be taken. As long as pupils arrive at 
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school before the register is taken, they will be marked in as arriving and attending on time. 
Families may wish to delay their arrival to school for a few minutes so that they do not have to 
queue at the front gate. Please see the timings below.  
 

 Start of day Ready for registration Late for registration 

Y1, Y5, Y6 8.15am 8.25am 8.30am 

EYFS, Y2, Y3, Y4, 8.35am 8.45am 8.50am 

  
There is flexibility with these timings, for families with siblings in different year groups who have 
agreed specific arrangements with the school office and class teachers. 
 
Unfortunately, we are still unable to provide our usual programme of extra-curricular clubs and 
trips and all sports competitions are also currently suspended.  
 
There is evidence to suggest that good ventilation can help reduce the risk of spreading 
coronavirus. Teachers have increased levels of ventilation in classrooms, by keeping doors and 
windows open. This is normal practice during warm weather but it becomes more problematic 
as the temperature gets colder. The school heating is on during the day and we will make every 
effort to maintain ventilation whilst achieving a comfortable temperature in the classrooms. 
Please ensure that your child wears layers of clothing to school, assuming that classrooms will 
be cooler in the coming weeks and months.  
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
 

Ms. A Lippa 
Headteacher  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november

